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C.Þ Tbis table of the Tbeban Lebee, fbe 
noble phikoſopher, and ſchoker to Socrates, 
ſpewynge Howe moꝛtal creatures, Bfpnded 
By Janozance, wander in this wozkde, and 
can not atteine to verp Felicite,foz thᷣͥat thep 
Be mysfedde by falſe opinions, and waonge 
wenynces : is Wonderous craftilp coueped, 
and he that redefb it, ongbt wyſelp to cons 
Z ſidze and marke enery thynge as be tothe. 
The whiche ſubtike and goodky deniſe was 
tranſkated out of laten in to engliſſße By ſps 
| Francis Poyng) z at the requeſt of his 820- 
| ther ſpa Antony Poyngs , whiche tranſka- 
tion is woztbp of High commendation. And 
if any faute de therin, g knowe well, bit is 
myſtakynge, foz my copye that J had was 
ſomwßat comb2us, what foz the enfertys 
nynge and pf w2ytynae, 
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C The table of Cebes. 


T cbanced ys to walke 
in the temple of Saturne, 
8 where amonge many other 
gyftes and ob kations, that 
ZH) & {ap we ſawe , a fable was Hans 
— ded vppe, foꝛ an offrpnge. 
Jn the whiche was a picture very ſtrange / 
conteynyng in it cer teine fables and ſtozies, 
Tbe whiche we conde nother coniecte wher 
of they were, noz of what tyme thep were. 
Foz that that was peynted, nother ſemed to 
vs to be a citie, noz a foztreſſe : But there 
was in it one great circle oz compas / con- 
fepnyng within it two other circles, the one 
moze / and tze other keſſe. There was 
alſo a gate in the fpꝛſt circke, and in the gate 
there ſemed fo vs a great copany to ſtande: 
And within tbe cloſure ibere appered a mul 
titud e of women. Fn the entrynge of the 
fyaſte poʒche and circnte there ſtode an olde 
man, whiche ſemed as though be coͤmanded 
ſomwhat to the company, that enter ed in. 
A fatherkp man ſtanding by vs, and ſeinge 
vs muſe and doubte of this picture konge 
tyme amonge our ſeffes , ſapde vnto vs: 
Lon ſtraungers be nat aſpamed, though pe 
A. ii. donbke 
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doubke what this picture is, Foz there Be 
manp, that dwelle in this citie, that wote fuk 
kitelt / what the innention of this table betos 
kenef6. Foz, foz to ſay trouth, none of this 
Citie offred it, But a certapne ſtraunger in 
tyme paſte came hither, a wpſe man and a 
noble phikoſopher, folowyng both in wozde 
and dede the lyfe of Pythagoꝛas and Pars 
menides : who dyd botbe builde this tẽple 
in the Honour of Saturne / @ alſo dyd offre 
Pp to the ſame this picture, Dyd pou ener, 
ſapde g, knowe that ſame man by ſpabte 2 
Yea, ſayde he, and had 6ym fonge tyme in 
ar eat reuerence. Foz aft be hit he was but 
ponge, pet dyd he debate, and diſpute, manp 
thinges coũnyngly. And g haue herde hym 
talkyng oftẽ of the inuẽ tion of this pictures 
Foz goddis ſake than, quod g, epcepte pe 
haue ſome other great buſpnes, declare if 
Int o vs. Foꝛ we greatly couepte to knowe, 
what this fable ſignifieth. with good wylk 
frendes, quod he, but ye muſte vnderſtande / 
that the declaration of it is perillous. How 
ſo (quod J ) Foz, quod be, if ye attentifkp 
Herken and pnderſtande / that that is ſapde / 
pe ſpall be bothe wyſe and happy. f pe do 
nat / ye ſpalbe made both vnwpſe, vnhappp⸗ 
henp / and rude / and leade al pour lyfe after 
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Cebes table 3 
Miſerabky. Foz this fafe is fpRe the riddefr 
of Spind / that Be purpoſed to folke: the 
which if any body önderſtode, he was ſafe, 
if he vnderſtode hit not, he was ſkapne of 
pin. Tbe ſame maner is in this tale. 


a 2 foky is to men a Spin. And Fe alſo 


purpoſeth to folke / what is good, what is 
yll, what is nat good, what is nat pl in thia 
kyfe. Theſe thynges excepte a man vnder - 
ſtande, he is ſkaine of foly: Bnt nat Stterky, 
as be that is denoured of Spiny, ut a fitek 
and a liteff in all the holle lyfe is conſumed, 
lyke as they that be delinered cot inually to 
be turmẽ ted. But if a man vnde rſtade theſe 
thiges cõtrariwiſe, folp is loſt, the md is ſa⸗ 
ued g made bᷣlis full c happy al bis lyfe afk. 
wherfoze attende pe diligently and mia here 
me nat. O good kozde, in to what a gredpe 
deſire haſt thou bꝛought vs, if thoſe tHingea 
be as thou ſapſte r And J, quod be, enſure 
pou they be ſo. well thou ſpalte nat pꝛeuent 
Is in tellpng: Foz we wyl herken diligẽlp. 
ſeinge the penaktie is ſuche. 

He toke than a rodde, and popnted to the 
picture. Se pon nat, quod he, this circufe 
we ſe it. This pe muſte fy2fte knowe, that 
this place is called fpfe : And the great cd ⸗ 
pany, that ſtandeth befoze the doze,be thoſe 
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that ſß alk entre in to lyfe. The olde man / 
that ſtandeth ab one / hauyng in his one haͤde 
a paper / and with the other / as it were ſße⸗ 
wynge ſomewhat, is called Genius , 
He coͤmandeth the entrers, what they muſte 
do, if tbey wyl de kept ſafe in tbe fpfe. what 
wap doth he byd them go / and Howe, ꝙ J ? 
Seeſt thou nat, quod he, harde by the gate, 
a certapne ſeate, ſette in the place, where the 
great company entreth : in the whiche there 
ſittetb a woman goodly of maners / with a 
fap2e lurynge countinance / and hanynge in 
hir hande a cuppe r FJ ſe hir, dut what is Be, 
quod gr Sbe is called Diſcepte, quod be, 
my leder of al folke. Than what doth per 
Sbe compekfeth them / that come in to the 
lyſe / to dzynke as moche of hir cuppe as ſpe 
can. what dzpnke 7 gt ia, ꝙ he, err our and 
ignoꝛaunce. What than r whan they haue 
d2onke that dzynke thep entre in to lyfe: 
whether than do alk fotke dzynke errour oz 
no 2 Alt dzynke, quod he, but ſome moze / 
ſome leſſe. Farthermoꝛe ſeeſt thou nat with 
in the gate a great ſozte of women, hauyng 
dyners hoziſſhe tatches 7 g ſe them. T boſe 
Be called opinions, deſires , and luſtes. Ys 
fone as the company entrethe / thoſe leape 
fozthe and emb2ace eyery one of them, fe 
after 
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afterwarde connepe them awaye, tbikbev 
do thep Binge tGem © Home 62yncte them, 
quod he, to ſaue garde, @ ſome to deſtruction 
By Diſceite. O marnepfons god, what a 
ſtrange dzynke telleſt thou of. But al theſe 
fozſapde women, quod be, do pꝛomyſe / as 
thong they wolde leade the entrers to the 
Beſt thynges / and al ſo to a lyfe happp, pꝛo⸗ 
fitabke/ and commodions : the entrers than 
thꝛoughe the Janozaunce and Er rour / that 
thep dꝛonke By Deceite, can not finde, which 
is the trewe wap in the lyfe / but wandae vn 
aduiſedly: aa thou ſeeſt them that came in 
fpꝛſte / the whiche ſeme to wandze thyther / 
as thoſe women poynt them. J ſe that, ꝙ J, 
but that woman, vohat is ſße, the whiche ſe - 
meth as it were one blinde and madde ; and 
ſtandeih vpon a rounde ſtone x She is cals 
led, quod he, Foztune, ſpe is nat only blinde, 
but alſo madde and depffe. what dotß Pe ? 
She walkethe euerp where, quod he, and 
from ſome ſpe taketh ryches: to ſome other 
Pe gyuethe: and from them by and by Be 
faketh agap ne that / that Ge gaue them be⸗ 
foze, and deliuereth it to ſome other, b othe 
without cauſe / without aduiſement / and ins 
conſtantly. And therfoze that token deckas 
pethe Well hir nature. what token is that. 
un | A. iii. qnod 
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| +9 ttzat ſde ſtandeth vpon a ronnde ſtones 


what betokeneth that Marp that hir gif⸗ 
tes be both vncert apne and vnſtab ke. where 
foze they that truſte vnto hir / ſuffre ſparpe 
and greuous froubkes, But what meanet$ 
tbe great company that ſtande ab oute hir / 
and what be they called? Certapnelp thep 
Be called folke without iugement 02 conſp⸗ 
deration. Foz enery one of them dothe aſke 
thoſe thynges / that be bothe tr anſitoʒie and 
PaniſſPyna. wherfoze than do they nat foke 
alk a kpke / but ſome of them do ſeme to re⸗ 
iopee / and ſome of them Be ſozowfulke | 
heupe / and caſtynge aß zode theyz bandes 2 
Thoſe whiche ſeme, quod be, to reiopce and 
fanabe,be of them, the whiche haue receiued 
ſomwbat of Foꝛtune, and thoſe cal hir good 
Foztune : But thoſe / whiche ſeme to wepe 
and caſt out thepꝛ handes / be of them / from 
whom (Be Hath taken that / the whiche Be 
gaue them Sefoze ; And tBoſe cal hir yl Foa 
tune, what thinges be thoſe than, the which 
Pe gyueth them / ſeinge that the recepuera 
reioyce ſo morhe in recepuynge of them, and 
tbe loſers do ſo moche dzowpe and monrne 

02 the loſſe of them? Thoſe thynges, quod 

e, the whiche many folkes calle goodes 
Te but wbiche be they v Ryches, quod he a 
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and gkoꝛpe / and nobikite / and ehild zen / and 
koʒdſßyp / and kyngdomes / and other ſuche 
like. why be nat thoſe tiges good in deder 
As of that, ꝙ he, we Pak? diſpute an other 
tyme : but nowe let Is go fozthe with this 
tale. Be it ſo. 

Se pe nat than / after ye haue paſſed this 
gate, an other higher Compace / and women 
ſtandyng without the ſame circute apointed 
lyke harkottes x Ye very welk. The one of 
thoſe is called Jncontinence / an other Riot, 
an other Couetpſe / an other Fkaterie. why 
do they thaͤ ſtande herer They awayt deulp 
Ppon them / the whiche haue recepued anp 
thynge of Foꝛtune. wou tdnn © Than thep 
\kpppe fozthe and imb zace them, and flater 
and p2ay them fa abyde with them, ſepinge, 
that they ſo dointte /ſPal haue a pleaſant life 
without any fab our, grefe, oʒ trouble. T Han 
if any of them be perſwaded by thoſe womẽ 
to entre in to pleaſure, ſo longe as that cons 
nerſation tickleth and deliteth hym, ſo longe 
he Pak tHpnke it ſwete, but after warde it is 
not ſo; Foꝛ as ſoone as be cafkfeth hym ſelfe 
home / he ſpal wel perceme / that he hath noi 
eaten pfeaſure / but that he hath ben by plea 
ſure both eaten and wzonged. Foz whan be 


bath conſumed alk that Foꝛtune gaue hym / 
a A.. 90 
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ge is compekfed to be thoſe womens ſkane / 
and to ſuffre alk t6ynaes, and to be fylthy / 
and foz their ſakes to kene none Ingrationa 
dede Sndone : s to take mens goodes fro 
igem / to cõmitte ſacrilege / to foꝛſwere and 
periure them ſelfe / to betrape / to robbe and 
xoue / and to do alk other ſuche lyke miſche ⸗ 
nous dedes ; But wan al töynges do fayle 
them / than are they deliuered to Pepne and 
Tourment. What pepne & tourmẽt is that? 
Seeſt thon nat behynde ponder women, ꝙ 


be, as it were a littel mouthe of a caaue, and 


a certapne ſtrapte & a darke place: and alſo 
there ſemethe to be women fouke and ſkut⸗ 
tyſſpe, and they clothes all baudp, ragged, 
and beggerly © 0 ſe it well. Of theſe, quod 
he, (Be that hath the Whyppe in hir bande, is 
called Puniſſpemẽ t, She that hath hir Seed 
Betwene Hit knees, is Heupnes : She that 
pkucket6e hir owne heare, is Ho2owe. But 
what misſPapen,feane,and naked felowe is 
he, that ſtandeth by them: and alſo an other 
fouke leane woman kpke vnto hpym? The 
man is called, quod he, waplynge, and ſpe 
bis ſpſter is called Sluggyſſßenes oz kacke 
of co2ace, And ſo to thoſe perſones he is de 
finered, and with them be kyueth in cotinnak 
fourment, Than agapne from Hence . is 
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#520wen in to an other houſe of pnelk Bap + * 
and there he paſſe th foꝛth the reſt of his lift 
in al myſerie and wzetchednes, Lxcepte Re 
pentance come to hym from Foztune, why. 
what ſp alk Be do © Mary if Nepentaunce 
come to hym, ſpe delyuereth hym from ul ye 
nefs : # impꝛinteth in hym / an other opinion 
and deſpze , that ſpulde leade hym to trewe 
lerning / and alſo to that, the which is called 
the vntre we lernynge. Than what is done 
moze © Hf he recepue, quod he, the opinion / 
the whiche gydeth hym to trewe kernynge / 
by that he is pur ged: and made ſafe and 
Bleſſed / and ſp alk be happy al his kyfe after, 
except he be againe deceined bp fafſe opinis. 
O good koꝛde, what an other great perykis 
this? But what maner of thynge, quod J, 
is the vntrewe lernpnge ? Seeſte tHou nat 
ponder other Compaſſe © Derp well, quod 
g. Alſo without the circute ab ont the entre, 
there ſtandeth a woman, the whiche ſemeth 
to be verp nette, and pure, and to be wel ma 
nered, g ſe hir very well. Her, ꝙ he, many 
ſolyſßße folke call lernynge, but Be is none 
other in dede / than vntrewe lernynge. And 
whan thep, that are holly made ſafe / wyll 
anance them ſekfe to trewe lernynge / they 
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aye but this, to come to trewe fernynge? 
Ves, quod he. But thoſe folkes within the 
circute that go downe warde, what be they? 
Thoſe be, quod be, the fouers of vntrewe 
kernynge, men decepued, and wenynge that 
they Be very familier with trewe lernynge. 
What be they cakked © Home poetis, quod 
be, ſome ozatours / ſome logiciens, ſome 
muſiciens / ſome arithmetriciens /ſome geo⸗ 
metriciens / ſome Aſtronomers / ſome of E- 


picurs ſecte / ſome of the Peripatetike ſecte / 


ſome of the ſecte Critike / and al other ſuche 
lyke. The women, the which ſeme to ronne 
ab oute, lyke to thoſe we ſawe firſt, amonge 


whom thon dyddeſt ſap, there was Jncons 
tinence, and other with them, what be they? 
The ſekfe ſame, quod he? why come they 
in hither than? Lea by Jupiter enen hither: 
But that is ſeldome, g nat as thep do in the 
fyꝛſt compaſſe. And what, de nat thoſe opi⸗ 


nions fpke wyſe? Yes, ꝙ he. Moze oner I 


there remaineth in iheſe folke the dꝛanghie 
that they dꝛanke of Deceite Bothe Ganos 
rance, and with her alſo foliſſßenes And 


they Pak nener be delyuered of opinion, noa [, 


of other malice, tył ſuche tyme as they bans 


fo2cotten the Bntrewe kernynge, and be ena 1 


fred in to the trewe wap, and dzpnke there a 
| pur gyng 
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te? purgyng vertue, and caſt away al the pueks 
the they had befoze, both opinions, Jano;ance, 
and alk other vngratiouſnes. Than vnder 
we | t$is facion they alk be made holle. But 
Ga theſe, the whiche remapne ſtylle with falſe 
ge. lerning pal neuer be quitte of their nough⸗ 
nod nes Noꝛ they Pak nẽuer be withont ſome 
\me bnek, foz theſe ſtudies ſake. But whiche is 
this wape, that leadeth a man fo trewe ters 
Ee uynge: Seeſt thou quod ge, vonder ab oue, 
te} 1* place / in tHe whiche no bo dy dwelleth, dut 
it ſemeth to ße de ſerter g ſe hit. Moe oner 
there is a lyttell gate, and a way befoze the 
gate, the whiche is nat very moche Haunted, 
berp fewe folke vſe hit / foz Bycanſe hit ſe- 
meth harde to clyme to hit: and hit is Bothe 
rough and ſtony ? ( ſe it verp welk, quod J. 
There appereth alſo a litteł high hylle / and 
ie aſcendynge vp is verp ſtrapre / and hath 
Pepe piteblpnges here and there / where one 
map kpabtky falle downe heedlynge 1 g ſe 
t, This is the wap, quod be, that leadeth 
vnto trewe lernynge : and trewelp to loke 
to, it ſemeth an Bneaſie way. Seeſt thou nat 
alſo aß oue aß oute the hyll top a great high 
Hone, verp ſtype vp on euerp ſpder g ſe it, 
J. Seeſt thou alſo two goodly women ſtã⸗ 
dynge vpon the ſtone wit h good * 
0 
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of bodpe, and howe they put foziße tßeyz 
bandes redy g gladly. J ſe them, but ho we 
ꝙ g. be thep called 7 The one, quod he, is 
caffed Continence / the other Sufferaunce 
they be ſiſters. Why put they out their ha 
des ſo akadkly r They do, quod be, ephozie 
the comers towarde that place to truſt, ant 
not to feare, tellynge them they muſt take q 
fittell pacience g ſuffre a klittel whyle moze 
and than they Falk come in to the good way 
Telk me this, whan they come to the ſtone 
Howe gette they Bp ther on, foz J ſe no way 
that bꝛyngeth them vpr Theſe womẽ come 
done ſrom the ſtepe clpffes, and dzawe 
temp: and there they bpdde them reſte 
and within a wßyle after they gyue th 
ſtrength, cozage, and bokdenes : and th 
pꝛomiſe to ſtabliſſpe them in trewe lerning 
and they ſbewe them the wape, Howe faire 
playne, and paſſable it is, and pure and cen ſat 
frõ ak lettes oz ſtoppe s, as thᷣou ſeeſt. Tei thi 
ſpewe them in dede. Seeſt thon not alſo, of wi 
Ge,befoze this ſame wodde a certaine place Kn 
the which ſemeth to be very fepꝛe, ſom wal wo: 
lyke a meddo de, and ſppnynge with mocha] de 
fpabte and bzpabtnes © Derp welk. Doe wi 
thou alſo take hede in the middes of the mel He, 
dowe of an other compaſſe / and an other ige 
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F without feare , quod ge. what be they? 
Knowkece, quod he, to ſuffre nothyng gre⸗ 
roufly in this lyfe. By god, quod J, theſe 
de ctoodky gyftes: But why ftandeth ſpe ſo 
| without the compaſſe? To tbenfent, quod 


we} be,\ſPe map heale thoſe, the whiche come this 


ther, maketh them to dainke a purgation. 
whan 


| Cebes table 

rohan they be pourged, from thens Be Bzyn 
gethe them in to the vertues. Howe is this, 
quod g, g vnderſtande it not welk pet. But 
thou ſp alte vnderſt ande if, quod he. Jn lpke 
wyſe as if a man, the whiche is Fery ſpcke, 
tometß to a phiſition, the phiſition doth firſt 
By pur gation eppeſke af thoſe thynges, that 
cauſed the ſpckenes : And ſo after reſtozet$ 
the pacient to his reconerie and helth again. 
Hf the pacient do not obey to thoſe thinges, 
the which the phiſition comandet$ be ſpuld, 
not without a cauſe he is caſt vp of the phi⸗ 
ſition / and ſo vndone by the ſickenes. Tia 
G Bnderſtande , quod J. Euen in the ſame 
maner, quod he, bit is, whan a man cometß 
to Lernynge, ſpe curethe hym, and makethe 
gym dzinke hir vertue, fpꝛſt to pourge him, 
and to caſt away al the pueks, the wbiche be 
Had, whan he came to hir. What be thoſe? 
Ganozance ꝙ Errour, the whiche he dzanke 
of Decepte, and pꝛyde alſo and arrogante, 
concupiſcence, intemperance, furie, couefonſ 
nes, and all other, with Whiche he Was re⸗ 
pleniſſped in tze firſt compaſſe. Than wWhan 
he is pur ged, whyther doth Be ſende hym? 
On, quod be, to knowlege ond fo other vers 
tues. To what Fertnes © Doſt thon not ſeg 
quod he, within the gate, a copany of 9 

K 


Cebes table 9 
tbe wic tze ſeme to be: of good diſpoſition 
and welk dadꝛed, hauynge thepz apparel not 
gap, but ſpmple, no2 thep be nat ſo trymme, 
nos ſo pickedly attyzed, as thother be r g ſe 
them, quod J, but wHat be they called: 
«The fpꝛſte, quod be, is called Knowte el 
ige other be hir ſiſters, Strength of minde, 
Huſtice, Goodnes, Temperãce, Hoburnes, 
Liberafite , Continence, and Mekenes. 
O theſe be marneplons toodkye , quod g: 


gn gowe great an hope be. de nowe 1 Yea 


if pe vnderſtande, quod he, and wyk rote in 
pou by pꝛactiſe tHoſe thinges, the which you 
gere. we Pak aſſap as diligently as we can, 
quod g. TH6an pou ſpall be ſafe, quod He. 

- . Han theſe women haue reſcepued one / 
wbytber do they bzynge hym 7 To thepz 
mother, quod he. who is ſpe 2 Felicitee, 
ꝙ he. who is that r Thon ſeeſt the wape / 
that gothe vp to that high place, the whiche 
is the toppe of al the other compaſſes 2 g ſe 
it. There is alſo in the poʒche a womã of a 
good grare g fauonr, and ſytteth in an high 
tha one, dzeſſed gentyl womankpke, and nat 
to trymme, coꝛ oned with a verp fapze and 
floꝛyſſpyng carkade © She ſemeth to be ſo, 
The ſame is Felicite, quod ge. whan one 
comets} thither / what dothe he there r Feli- 
© 8 B cite, 
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Cebes table 
cite, quod he, with hir power crownef6 Him, 
and ſo do ak the other vertnes like wiſe, as a 
man the whiche hath ouercome marueifous 
great batapłes. what bataifes hath he ouer 
come, quod J x Herp great, quod be, and 
great wylde beaſtis / the whiche afoze dyd 
denonre and vexe hym / and made 6pm their 
ſlaue / al tGeſe Bath be oner come /@ expelled 
from 6ym : and nowe be is lozde ouer hym 
ſelfe. wherfoze nowe they ſerne him: as he 
dyd them Befoze. g wolde gladly knowe / 
vohiche be thoſe wylde beaftis thon ſpeakeſt 
of 7 Fyꝛſt, quod be, Janozance and Deceite, 
do nat theſe ſeme to the wylde beaſtis 7 Ye 
and verp pk wylde ßeaſtis, ꝙ J. Hecondly, 
Sozowe / waplynge / Tonetouſnes / Jntem- 
perance / and alk other miſchiefe: alk tboſe 
he doth nowe rule / nnd is not gouerned noz 
commaunded by them as he was befoze. 

O, quod g, theſe be goodly actes g dedes / 
and a victoʒie mooſte goodky : but telle me 
#616 / What is tHe power and verfue of the 
cozone / with the whiche Be cozoneth hym x 
gt is, ponge man, a Sertne and a mygßte / 
that makethe a man welſulk. Foz he that is 
cozoned with this power & Vertue, is made 
therby happy and welfulk / and hatß not the 


truſt no2 hope of his felicite in other thiges. 


than 


za , / c, , rr, , oa a} oc ocus.. = eraf.. an Va a. oC a<&4a 4a ia ic << an 


Cebes table 10 
than in him ſelfe. O what a goodkp victo⸗ 
rye feffeft thon. But whan he is cozoned / 
what dothe he, oz whyther gothe he? The 
Pertues take hym / and leade hym thyther / 
whence he came befoze, @ ſpewe hym Howe 
puelk and Howe wꝛetchedly they lpue, the 
whiche dwelle ftp? there / and in what great 
danger and perylk they lyne / and howe thep 
erre and wander, and are ledde, as it were 
By their ennemies: Some by Intẽperance, 
ſome By Pꝛide / ſome by Couetouſnes / ſome 
by Bapne gloꝛpe / and ſome by other puels, 
from the whiche myſchiefes, to whom then 
were boiide / they can not vnloſe them ſelfe / 
to come hyther to be made holle: but lyne 
in trouble al thepꝛ fpfe : This they ſuffre, 
By cauſe they can not fynde the wape / that 
wol de bzynge them hyther. Foz thep haue 
foꝛgoten that that was comanded them by 
Genius. Me ſe methe thou ſapeſt trouthe / 
buf pet in this J doubke agapne. Wp do 
the vertues Pewe hym the place, fro whẽce 
be cam fyꝛſt? He dyd not thꝛoughly know / 
$Þ he, noz Pnderſtode any of thoſe thynges / 
that were there, but he was in doubte. And 
tG20nahe g gnozaunce and Errour, that he 
d2ake / he eſtemed thoſe thinges to be good / 
vwhiche were not good: and thoſe thynges / 
B. ii. to 
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Cebes table 
fo Be puet, which is nat puel: And therfoze 
be hym ſeffe lyned nonghtylp, as the other 
do, that there dwekle and abyde. Nowe he 
hath attepned knowlege of alk profitable 
thynges, he hym ſelfe lyneth wel, and doth 
beholde other, the whiche fpne pnek. whan 
he hath foked oner alk, what dothe he, 02 
whypther goth her wHhytber ſo euer he wyk, 
quod be. Foz euerp where he is in ſuertie / 
as he that dwẽͤlletß in the dẽ ne of Coꝛpcus. 
And whit6er ſo ener he gothe, in al thynges 
he (Bak? lyue well, with alk ſnertie: And e⸗ 
nery body ſPalk recepne 6pm gladky, as the 
ſicke folkes do the phiſition. But doth not 
He pet feare thoſe women, the whiche thou 
dyddeſt cal beaſtis, leſt be ſpulde ſuffre ſom⸗ 
What of them r Nothyng at al. He nothing 
ſb all be tronbked with Sozowe, noz with 
Henynes, noz with Jntemperance,noz with 
Couetyſe, noz with Ponerte , noz with any 
other puefe. Foz he Bal be fozde oner them 
all: and be ſafe from all tHoſe thynges, the 
whiche befoze dyd hurte oz trouble hym, as 
they be / that are bitten with a ſerpent called 
Vipera. Foz without doubte wylde beſtis , 
the whiche hurte all other folke to the detb, 
wyl not hurte noz trouble them, foz bicanſe 
they haue by this Bytyna a remedp to 1 
q 
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alk otzer: So in kyke wyſe nothynge trou⸗ 
Bfeth this man, Bycauſe he hath a remedpe 
pꝛeſent. Me ſemetß thou ſayeſt very wel: 
But pet tekł me this, what be they, the whiche 
ſeme to come ponder from the hyll. Df the 
which theſe that be crowned, ſeme to reiopce 
and be mery : and thoſe that be vncrowned, 
as Hit were men in diſpapze, ſeme to knocke 
theyz beedes and legges : thep are afſo 
witholdẽ by cerfapne women. Thoſe that 
be crowned be thep, the whiche are made 
ſafe by lernynge, and they reiopce, that thep 
haue attepned hir: But thoſe that be vn 
crowned are they, whiche by canſe they dyd 
diſpeire, came awape from kernynge, made 
therbp puelk and wzefched : But pet thoſe 

Without feare wente to Sufferaunce, and 

thens turned backe apene, and erred, and 

myſſed the wape. But the women that fo⸗ 
ko we after them, what be they 2 Heupnes, 
quod he, and Hozowes , and Bepations / 

and Shames, and ggnozancis. And it be , 

as thou ſayſt, ak the puels in the wozkde ſo⸗ 

fowe them. gt is trewe by Jupiter, quod be, 
that they folowe them. wohan tbeſe folke 
are come agapne to the fpꝛſte compaſſe / to 

Luſte and Jncontinence, thep do nat accuſe 

them ſelfe, but ſtreyghte they ſpeake puell 
1 B. ii. bothe 
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bote of Lernyng / and afſo of them that go 
to bir : ſapenge, that thoſe are wꝛetehed / 
miſerable / and Yn$appp / the whiehe leauing 
t6e lyfe that they haue / do kyue puell / and 
haue not the fruition noz vſe of thoſe good 
ibinges, that thep haue. what do they call 
good thynges ? Niotte and Antemperance 
fo ſpeke Poztkp, foz,foz to eate and dzinke 
fpke ßeaſtis, they eſteme fo be the fruition 
of the Beſt thynges in this woꝛlde. But the 
other women, the whiche go thyther merpe 
and laughyng, what be thep called Opi⸗ | 
nions, quod he, the whiche after they haue f 
B2zouaHbt fokke to Lernyng, and that they be | 
gone in to the vertues, thep go theyz wayes f 
to fetche other, and to ſpewe / that thoſe are 7 
made happpe and welfulk, the whiche they 1 
B2ouctbt beſoꝛe. But do not, quod g, thoſe ſ 
opinions come in fo the vertues © No, quod fs 

N 

7 
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Ge, Foz Opinion may nat come in to knows 
kege: But Opinions deliuer them that come 
Into Lernynge. And whan Lernynge hath 
ones receiued them, than do tbeſe Opinions a 
go backe agayne to fetche other, fpke as 
ſpippis that are diſcharged of their froun6t | &f 
go agapne and are fylled with other ſtuffe. | at 
Theſe thinges me ſemeth, quod g, ißon baſt | F 
very well epponned: ont pet tbon Haſte noi | 4h 

declared | 


— — 
— 


| 
\þ 
| 


— 


Cebes table 12 
deckared Into vs, what Genius dotbe como 
mande the entrers in to lyfe to do. To truſt 
wel and haue good cozage, ꝙ be, & therfoꝛe 
haue pe good cozage. Foz J wykkeppowne 
all, leaue nothynge. Thou ſayſt wel, ꝙ Js 

Than he putte foʒthe his hande agapne. 
Ye ſe, quod be, the woman, whiche ſemettze 
to be blinde, g to ſtande vpd q rounde ſtone, 
The whiche g tolde pon euen nowe, is cal⸗ 
fed Foztune © we ſe bir, Genius cõ man- 
deth, quod he, that folke Pukde not truſte 
this woman, noz befeue that any thynge / 
iat a bodp dothe recepue of hir, is epther 
firme and ſt ab le, oz map haue and kepe hit 
fure ſafely : noz to eſteme it as his owne. 
F 02 nothynge can let hir to take awap thoſe 
thynges agapne, and to delpuer them fo 
ſome other body: And ſpe is wont often ſo 
fo do, And foz this cauſe Genius doth c5- 
mande, tpat hir giftis ſpulde be lytel ſet by : 
And nother to reiopce, wh an ſße giueth thẽ: 
nog to be ſozy,whan pe taketh them away : 
and nother to diſpzapſe noz to pꝛapſe hir. 
Foz Pe dothe nothynge by reaſon, But alk 
t5pnctes raſſpelp without aduiſement, and 
as if Happenet6,as g bane tolde yon befoze. 
Fo2 theſe conſiderations he commaundetÞ, 
that folke ſoulde not efteme,naz hane in ads 

| | B. iii. mix ation 
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mir ation that / the wHitBe Be dotß. Noꝛ to 
be lyke the ynell marchantes Bankers. foz 
they, whan they haue recepued monep of a 
man, do reiopce, and thynke it is their owne: 
But wHan it is aſked them agapne / they are 
miſcontent, and thinke they be yuel handled, 
and do not rememb ze, that they dyd receine, 
that that was truſte in thepꝛʒ Hades / foꝛ this 
entent, that whan ſo ener the owner kyſte / 
there ſßulde be none ob ſtaßle, b ut that he 
my abt take it awape agapne. Onder ſuche 
maner Genius cammandetß folke nat to be 
affectionate to Foztunes gyftes, and to re- 
mem ze, that Be hathᷣ ſuche a nature to fake 
awaye and to trans ferre thoſe tBpnites (Be 
gane / and by and by agapne to gyne manys 
folde thynges. Some tyme akſo Pe dothe 
not onely take away thoſe thynges (Be gaue 
alone / But alſo thoſe thinges that were had 
Befoze. THecrfoze Genius commandet6 to 
take of tBoſe thynges Be gyueth / and he 
that bath them io go his wap ſßoꝛtly to the 
ferme and ſure gpfte. what gyfte is that, 
quod g? The gyfte that folke take of Ler - 
nynge / if they be made holle tere. Vea and 
what is that! The trewe knowlege, g he, 
of pzofitabke thigea, Both a ſure; @ a ſtable, 
and an immutabke gyfte. Moe ouer be cds 
mandeth 
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mandet6 to flee faſte towarde tis Rnows 
lege. And wan they come to thoſe women, 
the whiche as g ſaide befoze, are called Jns 
continence and Pleaſure, he commaundeth 
them not to truſte tboſe women in any. wiſe, 
noz to tary tylł thep come to vntrewe Lers 
nyng: There he commandeth them fo tarp 
a while and aspde, and to take what ſo euer 
they wi? of her, as a helpe oz ayde to a fur- 
ther iournep. Than from thẽce to go anone 
to trewe Lernyng. Theſe be the thynges, 
that Genius comaundet$. who ſo ener be- 
ſpde theſe thynges, epther doth anp thynge / 
oꝛ myſßereth anp thynge / doth nought kyke 
hym ſelfe periſſße noughtyky. 

So nowe frendes the ftozy, that is in the 
table, is ſuche as g haue tolde pou, Let if 
ye lyſte to enquire of any of theſe thynges 
parkicukarfy, without diſdapne J Pakk telle 
if fo pou. Thou ſapſte welk, quod J, Wut 
what doth Genius commande them to take 
of vntrewe Lernyng x Thoſe thinges that 
are wozthy and mete fo be vſed @ occupied. 
what be tHoſe © Letters, ꝙ be, g other ſcis 
ences, the whiche, Plato ſayth, are to põge 
fokke in ſtede of a Bꝛydle, to reine them frõ 
turnyng to other t6ynges, But whether is 


it neceſſarp foʒ a body, if he wil go to trewe 
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Lernyng, to fake thoſe thynges 02 no? Pe / 
ceſſite truelp, quod he, there is none. Let nes 
uertheles they be pꝛofptaßle, but to make 
folke the better / therto can thep nothynge 
helpe. Thou ſapſt than / that theſe thinges 
Be not ſo pꝛo fitadłe, that by them men map 
de made better, foz without them a Bbodye 
map come to goodnes. Vet neuerthełes ihey 
Be not Inpꝛofptable. Hf g gaue percepned 
you well, ye meane this / that with ont the 
knowlege of thoſe liberal ſciences, men map 
attepne to vertue and goodnes: in lyke mas 
ner as we map vnderſtande a thinge ſpoken 
in a ſtrange langage / without the knowlege 
of that ſame tonge, by a ſpokeſman, that can 
interpzete hit vnto vs. Let nener theles, hit 
were not Inpzofitable foz vs, to Bnderſtade 
. our ſelfe the langage / in tze whiche it was 
fpꝛſte ſpoken in. | not men, kerned in 
theſe ſciences, pzeeminence fo be better than 
other men © Howe can they excelk o2 haue 
p2ceminence, han men map ſe them deceys 
ned in the opinion of good g puekf/as other 
fokke be : and alſo dounde and tangled with 
all vngratiouſnes : Foz knowlege of let⸗ 
ters, noʒ vnderſtanding of other ſciences do 
nothynge kette / but that a body map be alſo 
daonke, intemperate, conetons / Pninſte ,q 
trap e 
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traptour / > finally a fooſe. Foz ſof6 a man 
map ſe many ſuche. Than Howe, quod he, 
haue thep pzceminence, by reaſon of thoſe 
ſciences / to be made the better men 7 it ſe⸗ 
meth nat by this reaſon , But what, ꝙ g. 
is the cauſe © Bycauſe,quod he, thep dwell 
ſtyk in the ſeconde Compaſſe, as it were men 
appꝛochpnge fowarde true lernynge. And 
what helpeih that, ꝙ J, whan we mape ſe 
many tymes / they come out of the fyzft com 
paſſe from Jncontinence and other vnara- 
tiouſnes, to tbe t6y2de comp aſſe / to trewe 
Lernyng, the which do paſſe by theſe kerned 
men. And how can men kerned onkp in theſe 
liber alt ſciences epceltł other, whan they Be 
moe obſtinate, @ moze vᷣnable to be taught, 
than other folke be © Howe is that, ꝙ J © 
Foz, quod be, in the ſeconde Compaſſe that 
thynge that they knowe not / they do feyne 
thẽ ſelfe to knowe, if there were none other 
thinge buf this, as konge as hey haue this 
opinion / they muſt nedes be vnable to be ſtir 
red to come to trewe Lernpnge. Moꝛe 0- 
ner, ſeeſt thou nat an other thynge, that the 
opinions ont of the firſt cõpaffe, come alſo in 
fo thẽ > wherfoze theſe be no whitte better, 
£64 thoſe of the firſt cõpaſſe: except they do 
repente, g be perſwaded that they haue ww 
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tze true Knowfege,but the vntrue Lerning, 
By whom they be deceined. And tBinke,t6at 
as konge as they remapne in the contrarie 
opinion / that thep can neuer be made ſafe x 
Hokke, Noz pou nother frendes / epcepte 
pou ſo do, and that theſe ſapenges remapne 
ftedfaſify in pour remems2aunce / tyll ſuche 
time as pe haue ingẽ dꝛed in ou by pꝛactiſe / 
an habite oz cuſtome. wherfoze ye muſte 
conſpdze theſe ſapenges cotinualky / and not 
By ſtartis, and thynke al other tHynaes pers 
tapne nothynge to pour purpoſe. Hf pe do 
not ſo, of theſe thynges, that pe haue nowe 
Sarde / ye ſpal haue no pꝛofite, We Pak do / 
as pe teache vs: But expoune this Into ve, 
why be not thoſe thinges / the whiehe folke 
do recepne of Foztune, good thynges ? as 
to łyue, to be holle, to be ryche, to haue glo⸗ 
rie, to haue cHikdzen, to conquere and ouer- 
tome, and alk other thynges lyke theſe ? 
Oz agapne, wp be not thepz contrarpes 
punek 2 Foz thy ſayenge ſemetß to vs incre⸗ 
dike / and verpe farre frome our opinion. 
Come of, quod he than, and endeuoir pour 
ſelfe to anſwere, as ye thinke beſte, to tHoſe 
thinges, the whiche J wal aſke you. That 
(Pat J do, 9 g. Than, g be, if a body lyne 
pune / is it good to hym to lpue 1 g thynke 
4 nos 
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no, Bnf rather puek, ꝙ J. Foz Fowe, ꝙ he, 
can if be good to fine / wHan it is to the finer 
pueke © Certapnlp, quod J, to them / the 
vohic he lpue nonght / me thynketß kyfe is an 
yuelt thynge: but to them / the whiche lpue 
wel / lyfe is a good thyng. Than, quod he, 
thon ſapſte / that lyfe is both a good thinge / 
and an puek, Je treuly. Speke not ſo ins 
credibfy and ſo farre out of the wape: Foz 
it is impoſſible / one thynge to be bote good 
and pnek. Foz ſo the ſelfe ſame thyng ſuld 
be bothe pꝛofptable and nopſome. And one 
ſelfe thynge always to be woztbye to be es 
fected / and at the ſame one tyme alſo to be 
eſchewed : me thynkethe this farre from 
reaſon, But howe folowetß it / that thong 
that puell be in hym that kpneth puelk / that 
ther foze kyfe ſelfe ſßulde be an puel tÿyng r 
But, quod he, if is not ak one / to fpne/ and 
to lyue puell. Dothe it not ſeme alſo / ſo to 
f6e © Yes. fox J do nat thynke them both 
one. Than life ſelfe, quod he, is not an puek 
thynge. Foz if it were an puek thyng / than 
they, the whiche do lyne wel, had in ihem an 
punek tbyng. Foz they haue in them lyfe, the 
whiche were an puel thynge. Me ſemeth pe 
ſay trouthe : fox bycauſe that lyfe hapneth 
to both / as wel to the lpuers wek / as to the 
lpuers 
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kyners puef; Therfoꝛe fyfe can nother Be a 
good tHing,noz an puek, No moze than cuts 
tyng oz ſering is in thẽ, whiche are diſeaſed, 
eyther a ſicke thynge oz a holle. Conſpdꝛe 
than this, whether had pe leuer to line puef, 
oz to dye welk and nobulkkp © g had ratber, 
quod g, to dye wel. Than, to dye it is none 
puel thynge, ſeinge that many tymes detß is 
rather to be choſen than life. It is ſo, Tbe 
ſelfe ſame reaſon map be made of helth and 
ſickenes. Foz often tymes hit is not pꝛofi⸗ 
table to be in HeftHe, But tHe contrarpe is to 
be pzeferred. Suche circumſtances there 
mape ße, thou ſapſte frontFe, Come of 
nowe than ket vs conſpdze in lyke maner of 
ryches. Map we not ſe ( as it chauncethe 
often to ſe)a man to haue moche riches, and 
pet to kpne nougßte and wzetcbedly © Yea 
verp many of that ſoꝛte. Than ryches Hef's 
peth not6ynae theſe men to [pne welk? Jt 
ſemeth ſo : Foz they them ſelfe be nonghte. 
Than ryches cauſethe not men to be good / 
But that dothe high and perfecte knowlege. 
Yonr ſapenge ſemeth trewe. Than by this 
reaſon Howe can Ryches be a good thynge / 
whan if helpeth not to make his poſſeſſours 
to be Better. Me ſemethe pe ſape trouthe. 
And to ſome fokke alſo it is not km” 
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fo be rpc6e / if they knowe not Bowe fo Se 
ryches. Jt is frewe. Howe can that thyng 
be inged good of any man; the whiche it is 
no pꝛofette to haue? gt can not. Tberfoze 
if a man knowe howe to vſe riches wel, and 
as if Pukde be, he Pak fpne wel: If Ge can 
not / ge al kpne noughtyly. There can no 
nde be trewer than this. And foz a fp- 
nakk"conckuſion, to repute and efteme theſe 


thiges, as though they were good thinges, 


02 efs rejecte 02 deſpiſe the ſame / as puelk 
t6ynaes , is the canſe , that vepeth oz trou / 
bleth the moſte parte of people: whan thep 
honour theſe fozſapde thynges / and thynke 


by them onelp to oßtapne Felicite and welke 
fuknes. Foz, foz to gete them, thep leaue 


nothyng vndone, be it neuer ſo vngratious. 


Af theſe thinges they do only Bycauſe thep 
knowe not, what is the trewe goodnes. 


C T6us endeth the take of Ceßes, Jme 
pꝛinted at London in Fleteſtrete by 
Thomas Bertßhelet pꝛinter to 
the kynges moſt noble 
grace. Tum 
paiuiłe - 


gio. 
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